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Editor's Corner Editor's Corner Editor's Corner    

3 year EU-funded project,  
started in October 2010,  
under the ICT-PSP Programme 

Newsletter at a glanceNewsletter at a glanceNewsletter at a glance   

Welcome to the 2nd Natural Europe newsletter! 
This newsletter serves as the main contact point 
between Natural Europe project and all interested 
stakeholders. It is published every six months and 
it includes the main project outcomes, details on 
the events organized by the project but also news 
related to natural history from various sources.  

Enjoy!  
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Natural Europe, aims at placing museum visitors in the centre of an exhibition that is both physical & 
virtual using technology, services & learning content to provide personalized; appealing educational 
experiences, changing the way museum education is perceived & conducted, worldwide. 

Natural Europe VisionNatural Europe VisionNatural Europe Vision   

Natural Europe in International Innovation publication Natural Europe in International Innovation publication Natural Europe in International Innovation publication    

A featured article on the Natural Europe project is hosted in the 
latest publication from International Innovation for the 
environment (August 2011), titled: Confronting the pressures on 
ecosystem services. 
 
International Innovation is the leading global dissemination 
resource for the wider scientific, technology and research 
communities, dedicated to disseminating the latest science, 
research and technological innovations on a global level. More 
information and a complimentary subscription offer to the 
publication can be found at: www.researchmedia.eu 
 
The two pages referring to Natural Europe, can also found here! 
 

http://www.natural-europe.eu/files/p88-90_Natural_Europe.pdf
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Natural Europe: 3rd Project Meeting in Lisbon Natural Europe: 3rd Project Meeting in Lisbon Natural Europe: 3rd Project Meeting in Lisbon  

The 3rd meeting of Natural Europe took place between Monday the 19th and Wednesday the 21st 
of September 2011 in Lisbon, Portugal. The meeting has been hosted at Natural History Museum 
of University of Lisbon. 

During the meeting, project partners have been working on the following issues: 

¶ The methodology of content population and integration and addressing problems in the 
processes tasks to be carried out by all content providers, 

¶ The last version of the Multimedia Annotation Authoring tool that is used to publish cultural 
heritage objects, giving emphasis on the Natural Europe Application Profile for metadata as 
well as the tool's further improvement, 

¶ Natural Europe educational pathways, evaluating the created pathways according to the 
Natural Europe quality criteria and on the last version of the Pathway Authoring Tool, 

¶ Analyzing the processes for the first year reporting of the project in regards to dissemination 
and financial issues, 

¶ On the upcoming training events that will be organized within the museums and science 
centers of the project. 

In the meeting, 28 members of 14 project partners have participated. 

"Never Waste a Crisis! - Inclusive Excellence, Innovative Technologies and Transformed Schools as 
Autonomous Learning Organisations" was the title of EDEN's Open Classroom Conference, held on 27-
29 October 2011 in Athens (Pallini), in Ellinogermaniki Agogi (EA).  
¢ƘŜ ΨbŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tŀǘƘǿŀȅǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ 9! ŀƴŘ Dwb9¢Σ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇƻƴ 
the strengths of the non-formal learning taking place in natural history museums and incorporate it to 
the school environment. In this context, participants got familiarized with the use of innovative means 
for the proper exploitation of digital content regarding natural history, environmental education and 
science.  
The participants were invited to use new technologies and especially the graphical interfaces developed 
for the Natural Europe project in order to adapt the material of their choice and transform it to educa-
tional pathways. 

Contact details:   
Vassiliki Markaki, Ellinogermaniki Agogi 
VMarkaki@ea.gr 
 
Effie Tsiflidou, GRNET 
 effie.tsaki@gmail.com   

EDEN workshop: Natural Europe Learning Pathways EDEN workshop: Natural Europe Learning Pathways EDEN workshop: Natural Europe Learning Pathways    

mailto:VMarkaki@ea.gr
mailto:effie.tsaki@gmail.com
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The Fifth Metadata and Semantics Research Conference (MTSR 
2011) ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ¸ŀǒŀǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ TȊƳƛǊΣ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ мн-14 October 
2011, with main interest to bring together researchers in the area 
of metadata and semantics with an inter-disciplinary focus.  

GRNET organized the special track on Metadata & Semantics for 
Learning Infrastructures and co-organized together with the 
Database & Information Systems Groups (Ionian University) the 
Special track on Metadata & Semantics for Cultural Collections & 
Applications.  

Natural Europe project partners from the Technical University of Crete (TUC), the Fraunhofer - 
Institute for Applied Information Technology (FIT) and the Greek Research and Technology Network 
(GRNET) have attended the conference and presented their research activities. All the papers 
presented in the conference have been published in the proceedings of the conference (In the 
proceedings of Metadata and Semantics Research Conference (MTSR 2011), Izmir, Turkey) in the 
Springer's CCIS (Communications in Computer and Information Science) Series. 

The research papers presented in the MTSR Conference by the Natural Europe project partners are 
the following: 

¶ άLƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ϧ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΥ ! ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ά 

¶ ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ hōƧŜŎǘǎ wŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǳǊǇƻǎŜǎέ 

¶ ά.ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴŀΦŜǳ ǇƻǊǘŀƭΥ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ 
Digital Libraries Federation infrastructureέ 

 

More information about the Conference can be found in:  http://mtsr2011.yasar.edu.tr/  
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The Fifth Metadata and Semantics Research Conference The Fifth Metadata and Semantics Research Conference The Fifth Metadata and Semantics Research Conference 
όa¢{w нлммύΣ ¸ŀǒŀǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ TȊƳƛǊ όa¢{w нлммύΣ ¸ŀǒŀǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ TȊƳƛǊ όa¢{w нлммύΣ ¸ŀǒŀǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ TȊƳƛǊ ---   TURKEYTURKEYTURKEY   

http://ieru.org/org/mtsr2011/MSLI/
http://ieru.org/org/mtsr2011/MSLI/
http://www.ionio.gr/labs/dbis/mscca.html
http://www.ionio.gr/labs/dbis/mscca.html
http://mtsr2011.yasar.edu.tr/
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Stockholm Green Hackathon!Stockholm Green Hackathon!Stockholm Green Hackathon!   

The 21st/22nd of October 2011 at KTHThe 21st/22nd of October 2011 at KTHThe 21st/22nd of October 2011 at KTH   

Two members of the Greek Research and Technology Network 
(GRNET) team, namely Dr. Giannis Stoitsis and Mr. Stavros Gkinis, par-
ǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άGreen Hackathonέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ {ǘƻŎƪπ
holm. The goal of the event was to highlight the potentials of the 
άhǇŜƴ 5ŀǘŀέ-principles, which make it easier to access 
άŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦŀŎǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ 
with a focus on sustainability in our society.  

 

 

During the hack day the GRNET team developed a show-
case to demonstrate how green educational resources 
of existing learning federations can be used for the de-
velopment of online pathways that can interconnect the 
school curriculum with the bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ 
collections.  

In the context of Natural Europe project a pathway au-
thoring tool based on OMEKA platform is developed. 
This pathway authoring tool allows museum educators 
to develop innovative online  educational pathways us-
ing cultural and learning resources.  

Learn more! 

 

 

http://stockholm.greenhackathon.com/
http://www.natural-europe.eu/en/news-and-events/news/project-news/278-green-hackathon
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Natural Europe goes social! Natural Europe goes social! Natural Europe goes social!    

Natural Europe on Facebook 

Join our Facebook group, to stay tuned with all the latest news from Natural Europe, but also from 
relevant news on the environment, museums & natural history. Click here to join!  

Natural Europe on Twitter  

Look for the Natural Europe Twitter channel, to get all the updates from project events, outcomes 
and interesting news related to Natural History. Click here to follow Natural Europe!  

Natural Europe on Flickr  

Find photos from Natural Europe project and partners, by searching within Flickr.com, using the 
άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭŜǳǊƻǇŜέ ǘŀƎΦ  

Natural Europe on LinkedIn  

Natural Europe linked in group will operate as a discussion point on issues related to Natural Europe 
project.  

..and of course more Natural Europe news on: 

Natural Europe website: www.natural-europe.eu 

Natural Europe Newsletter, Issue 2, November 2011  

 

 

 

Natural Europe successfully completed the workshop titled "Innovative educational approaches to 
promote cooperation between schools and Natural History Museums concerning environmental 
and scientific issues", which took place at the Goulandris Natural History Museum - GAIA Centre on 
Friday 13/5/2011.  

 

The workshop started with a brief introduction on the 
innovative educational approach of Natural Europe project, and 
the importance of creating pathways using digital tools. Then 
the participants had the opportunity to watch educational 
pathways based on the GAIA Centre permanent exhibition with 
the help of custom applications via mobile phones. In the end, a 
discussion took place on the pathways methodology, and their 
possible applications.  
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Europeana and the Public DomainEuropeana and the Public DomainEuropeana and the Public Domain   

In October 2010, Creative Commons announced the release of the Public Domain Mark, a tool 
that enables works free of known copyright restrictions to be labeled in a way that clearly com-
municates that status to the public, and allows the works to be easily discovered over the Inter-
net. The Public Domain Mark effectively increases the value of the public domain by making 
works that are already free of copyright readily accessible to the public. The Mark makes it clear 
to teachers and students, artists and scientists, that they are free to re-use material. Its release 
benefits everyone who wishes to build upon the rich and vast resources that are part of the 
shared public domain.  

Europeana ς 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜ ς is the first major adopter of the Pub-
lic Domain Mark. The tool became the standard mark for works free of known copyright that are 
shared via the Europeana portalΣ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
ensure that all works shared online are marked with rights information.  

By now more than 460.000 Europeana items are Public Domain marked. Explicit license or rights 
statements are now becoming obligatory in Europeana, hoping that the amount of items with 
clear and explicit rights will continue to grow.  

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ tǳōƭƛŎ 5ƻƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƻƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴŀ ǘǊȅ  

Wikimedia Commons, The Commons on Flickr, Project Gutenberg, or the Petrucci Music Library. 

Or follow the newly launched Public Domain Review! 

 

Contact: 
Diane Peters 
General Counsel, Creative Commons 
diane@creativecommons.org 
+1 415 369 8480  

 

Jonathan Purday 
Senior Communications Advisor, Europeana 
jonathan.purday@bl.uk 
Phone +31 70 314 0684 
Mobile +44 7885 516234  

 

 

 


